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New Mexico Arts Division 
“Your State Arts Agency”

Mission:
Public support for the arts 
to ensure the arts are 
central to the lives of New 
Mexicans.

Vision:
A New Mexico with vibrant 
communities, meaningful 
quality of life, and a robust 
economy.

1 of the 56 federally 
recognized state and 
jurisdictional arts 
agencies in the U.S.

Poet 
Laureate

Capacity 
Building

Rural 
Artist 

Residency

Art in 
Public 
Places

Folk
Art

New Mexico 
Arts 

Commission

New Mexico 
Music 

Commission

Grants
Program

Governor’s 
Awards for 
Excellence 
in the Arts

Arts 
& the 

Military

Arts 
Education

Arts & 
Cultural 
Districts

Poetry 
Out 

Loud



Art in Public Places (AIPP) Program
Art in Public Places Act signed into law in 1986 (Sections 13-4A-1 through 13-4A-11 NMSA)

Statute: All capital outlay appropriations for new construction or major renovation of a public 
building, 1%  must be set aside for the acquisition of public art for that site. 1% up to $200,000.

Eligibility: 
https://www.nmarts.org/assets/files/aipp/Docs%20And%20Forms/AIPP%20Eligibility%20Req
uirements.pdf 

- Appropriations over $100,000
- Auxiliary buildings such as maintenance plants, correctional facilities, warehouse or 

temporary structures are subject to 1% (funds are placed in Auxiliary Fund)
- Appropriation Language is KEY: renovations for specific purposes such as roof repair, 

asbestos removal, accessibility, security system install, HVAC install, etc. 1% does not 
apply. If the above is part of a “major renovation” then 1% does apply.

NOT Eligible

- Pre-fab building purchases or demolition are not eligible for 1%
- Infrastructure projects are not eligible for 1%



❖ Public schools, colleges, universities
❖ Public Libraries
❖ Senior Centers
❖ Community Centers
❖ Animal Shelters
❖ Courthouses
❖ Municipal Buildings (chambers, administrative)
❖ County Buildings
❖ State Buildings/Facilities 
❖ Tribal Community Buildings/Facilities
❖ Fire Stations
❖ Police Stations
❖ Hospitals/Clinics
❖ Domestic Violence/Homeless Shelters and Rehab Facilities
❖ Public Parks/Outdoor Recreation Centers
❖ Long Term Care Facilities
❖ Sports stadiums/arenas/amphitheaters 
❖ Military Facilities
❖ Museums/Historic Sites/Cultural Centers

What sites typically have Art in Public Places funding?



How do you know if AIPP (1%) has come out of your 
Capital Outlay Project?



Fun Facts

- AIPP funds never 
revert or expire

- Funds are only 
available after the 
corresponding bond 
sells (unless GF)

- No limit to amount of 
funds that can be 
aggregated for one 
site

- You can kick-in your 
own funds to increase 
budget



AIPP Acquisition Initiatives

Direct Purchase Program Site-Specific 
Commission Projects

New Mexico Arts 
Permanent Collection

Special Projects
Temporary Installations 

Made for the Environment

Under $100K Over $100K No AIPP Funds Special Funding



Less than $100,000 in AIPP funds

Selecting artwork ready for purchase from 

pre-assembled slideshows

Slideshows are assembled from bi-annual 

calls for art, and juried by panelists across 

the state:

- New Mexico Only

- Southwest Artists Series

- Native/Indigenous Artists Series

- Large Scale Series

Timeline: 3-12 months 

Direct Purchase

More than $100,000 in AIPP funds

Launch an RFQ for artists

Selection committee identifies finalists

Finalists are commissioned to write and 
present a proposal

Five finalists (artists or artist teams) present 
proposals to selection committee

One proposal is selected, and we enter into a 
professional services contract

Timeline: 2-3 years

Site-Specific Commission

*AIPP funds can ONLY be utilized for acquisition and installation of “original works of art”*



Location, location, location

a. Publicly accessible area, no locked offices/storage 
areas/private offices

b. Interior versus exterior
c. Space available (wall space/floor space, 

measurements, installation friendly)

Before Acquiring Public Art
Things to consider…



First Steps to Start an AIPP Acquisition:

1. Contact AIPP team (to determine sites, AIPP budgets)

2. Form your Local Selection Committee

3. Set up a Zoom or in-person meeting (Purchase Selection 

Meeting or Prospectus Development Meeting) with your 

AIPP coordinator. 



Congratulations!
You are now the owner of a 
shiny, new public artwork.



- Remember: Ownership transfers to Owner Agency 

following installation

- Insurance

- Ongoing maintenance (develop a budget)

- Future development reporting obligations

- Deaccession possibility 

- Resources available (give us a call)

Maintenance/Long-term Asset Management



Purchase Program

Recent    
Acquisitions



Public Art Examples

Last Light on the Rio Chama
Photograph
Jessica Lozoya
Mora Senior Center
Mora
2022
$1,000



Public Art Examples

Mom and Me
Sculpture
Rosemary Lonewolf
Community Health Program Office
Santa Clara Pueblo
2022
$1,600



Public Art Examples

Dine Bizaad
Monoprint serigraphs on paper lithographs
David Sloan
UNM - Gallup Campus
(outside of library)
2021
$2,200



Public Art Examples

Desert Rabbit
Sculpture
Sean Rising Sun Flanagan
Fort Selden Historic Site
Radium Springs
2021
$2,400



Public Art Examples

Isleta Life
Laser Cut Sheet Metal Sculpture
Ronald Olguin
Elder Center
Pueblo of Isleta
2023
$3,700



Public Art Examples

Mostly
Acrylic, Mixed Media Painting
Jaimie Myer
NM WFS - Labor Relations Division
Willie Ortiz Building
Santa Fe
2023
$4,200



Public Art Examples

Woven Bands, Circle, Mesa Interwoven Mesa Series
Handwoven tapestry
Donna Loraine Contractor
UNM - Los Alamos Campus
Los Alamos
2020
$5,200



Public Art Examples

Green River Sunset
Mixed Media Fiber
Patricia Gould
NM Workforce Solutions TIWA Bldg
Albuquerque
2024
$5,750



Public Art Examples

Moonlight Juniper
Ceramic Tile Mosaic
Glenn Schwaiger
Bernalillo Community Museum
Bernalillo
2023
$6,000



Public Art Examples

Quad Sun
Copper sculpture
Greg Gowen
City of Eunice Public Safety & Judicial Complex
Eunice
2023
$6,900



Public Art Examples

Sacred Connection
Bronze Sculpture
Caroline Carpio
North Domingo Baca Multi-Gen Center
Albuquerque
2021
$8,000



Public Art Examples

Acero Picado
Corten Steel Sculpture
Cristina Gonzalez
Public Restrooms
City of Santa Fe
2023
$9,800



Public Art Examples

Grandmother
Powder coated steel sculpture 
Melanie Yazzie
Institute of American Indian Arts
Santa Fe
2022
$12,000



Public Art Examples

Eka Numu Kutsu - Red Buffalo
Acrylic painting on canvas
Nocona Burgess
UNM - Gallup Campus
(library)
2021
$13,800



Public Art Examples

Folding Planes
Aluminum Sculpture
Kevin Box
Halagueno Arts Park - Carlsbad Library
Carlsbad
2023
$32,000



Public Art Examples

History Tile Columns
Sculpture
Michael Sharber
DPS - Evidence, Records, Crime Lab
Santa Fe
2023
$37,000



Public Art Examples

Grandfather Sun
Limestone Sculpture
Kelly Byars
NM Highlands University
Las Vegas
2023
$70,000



Site-Specific Commission Program

Recent    
Acquisitions



Public Art Examples

My Home Over There, 
Now I Remember It
Paula Castillo
NM History Museum
Santa Fe
2009
$103,250



Public Art Examples

Growing Strength
Karen Yank
CNM
Albuquerque
2017
$112,750



Public Art Example

The Poetry of Geology
Joseph Bellacera
NMTech - Bureau of Geology
Socorro
2022
$115,500



Public Art Example

Mine Mirror
Sarah Schoenfeld
NMSU
Las Cruces
2019
$180,950



Public Art Examples

Inside/Out
Ivan Depeña
UNM - The Pit
Albuquerque
2015
$200,000



Public Art Examples

GENESIS
Otto Rigan
Spaceport America
T or C 
2015
$200,000



Public Art Example

Outside, Inside
Elizabeth Busch
DOH NM Scientific 
Lab Division
Albuquerque
2012
$200,000



Public Art Examples

Luminaria
Gordon Huether
Steve Schiff District Attorney Bldg
Albuquerque
2021
$223,650



Public Art Examples

Stay Human
Gail Folwell
Center of Recreational Excellence
NM Junior College
Hobbs
2021
$240,500



Public Art Examples

Pathway to Achievement
Austin Weishel
NM Military Institute
Roswell
2023
$250,062



Thank You!
Meredith Doborski
Public Art Program Director
New Mexico Arts Division
Department of Cultural Affairs
meredith.doborski@dca.nm.gov 
505-396-0326 

For More Information Visit: 
https://www.nmarts.org/aipp-documents-and-forms1.html 

Olivia Ortiz
Public Art Program Coordinator
New Mexico Arts Division
Department of Cultural Affairs
olivia.ortiz@dca.nm.gov 
505-490-1872

Claude Smith
Public Art Program Coordinator
New Mexico Arts Division
Department of Cultural Affairs
claude.smith@dca.nm.gov 
505-695-6913


