FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 7, 2022

Department of Finance and Administration launches Emergency Watershed Protection Program for Mora and San Miguel County 
Permission letters have been mailed to landowners whose property meets program requirements. 

SANTA FE – The Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) in partnership with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), New Mexico State University (NMSU), Tierra Y Montes, and the Western Mora Soil and Water Conservation District, launched the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program for residents of Mora and San Miguel County, which aims to protect property from additional flooding and soil erosion caused by wildfire-related flood debris. 
The EWP Program is a federal emergency recovery program that helps local communities recover after a natural disaster strikes. The program offers technical and financial assistance to help local communities relieve imminent threats to life and property caused by floods, fires, windstorms, and other natural disasters that impair a watershed. 
NRCS has secured $133 million dollars to implement EWP in both Mora and San Miguel counties. The funding will cover 100% of the construction costs and will address erosion-related watershed impairments by supporting activities that include:
· Removing debris from stream channels, road culverts, and bridges
· Reshaping and protecting eroded banks
· Correcting damaged drainage facilities
· Repairing levees and structures
· Reseeding damaged areas
NRCS will implement the program in two phases:
· Phase 1: Arial seeding and mulching project. NRCS and the project sponsors have identified approximately 40,000 acres that meet the criteria for this project. Permission letters have been mailed to landowners whose land meets the criteria. Completing the permission letter will allow the partners to implement this project on private land. 
· Phase 2: On-ground point protection. NRCS teams have been onsite meeting with affected landowners to identify projects that will protect life and property. These projects will be surveyed, designed, and constructed in phase 2.  
“We are grateful for the opportunity to assist our communities impacted by the recent wildfires and flash floods,” said DFA Secretary Debbie Romero. “Both counties have suffered great loss, and we are here to support their ongoing recovery.”
“The destruction caused by these natural disasters has affected many New Mexicans,” said DFA Local Government Division Director Donnie Quintana. “We are grateful for this partnership which will assist landowners in rehabilitating their properties.”
“This watershed protection program will provide much-needed relief to many landowners in areas affected by devastating flooding,” said New Mexico Agriculture Secretary Jeff Witte. “It’s great to see the collaboration among Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the State of New Mexico, and NRCS in an effort to perform aerial seeding and mulching and to meet with affected landowners to identify projects that will protect life and property. I encourage all landowners in the impacted area to participate in this program.”
For more information, visit Emergency Watershed Protection Program.
