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Dear Department of Finance & Administration and Legislative Finance Committee, 
 
Please find enclosed the State Ethics Commission’s FY27 appropriation request. 
 
The State Ethics Commission is an independent, constitutional agency charged with promoting 
integrity in government through the interpretation and enforcement of New Mexico’s campaign 
finance, lobbying, procurement, and governmental conduct laws. 
 
For FY27, the Commission is requesting an appropriation of $2,049,700, allocated as follows: 

 $1,707,200 for personnel, 
 $151,900 for contractual services, and 
 $190,600 for other operating costs. 

 
This funding will: 

1. Fully support the Commission’s existing 10 staff positions; 
2. Provide for one additional attorney FTE to manage the growing volume of RULONA 

(Revised Uniform Law on Notarial Acts) cases; and 
3. Ensure the Commission can meet recurring obligations such as building and equipment 

leases, legal IT software and subscriptions, liability insurance, DoIT service fees, and 
required audit and financial reporting costs. 

 
Justification for 400 Category Increase 
The Commission is requesting a significant increase in the 400-expense category due to several 
essential and unavoidable cost increases: 

 Lease costs are expected to rise due to both scheduled contractual increases for our 
current office space and the addition of new leased space within the UNM Science and 
Technology Park. 

 Equipment rental expenses will increase due to contractual escalations for our Canon 
printers and postage machine. 

 Westlaw subscription costs from Thomson Reuters are anticipated to rise substantially 
due to the integration of advanced AI features. Westlaw remains an indispensable 
research tool for the Commission’s legal team. 

 Travel costs will increase following statutory changes to the per-dem structure, which 
now provides a fixed meal reimbursement rate higher than the Commission’s historical 
average. 

 Additionally, the Commission anticipates a return to in-person meetings, resulting in 
higher mileage and per diem expenses. 

 
These increases are fixed, necessary, and critical to maintaining our operational capacity in 
FY27. 
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Personnel Request and Operational Impact 
Should the Commission not receive full funding for its personnel base budget—including 
continued support for its current 10 FTEs and the addition of 1 attorney FTE—the impact on our 
core mission will be significant and detrimental. The current volume of RULONA complaints 
has outpaced staff capacity, resulting in case backlogs that risk undermining public trust. 
Without the additional attorney, the Commission will be unable to review and adjudicate these 
cases in a timely manner. 
 
The Commission has experienced minimal vacancy savings in recent years and does not 
anticipate any such savings in FY27. Every staff member has a defined, mission-critical role—
whether in administration, compliance (including advisory opinions, ethics training, and 
oversight of notaries public), or enforcement (including litigation and investigations). A vacancy 
in any of these areas would severely affect the Commission’s ability to fulfill its constitutional 
and statutory responsibilities. 
If funding is not provided for our full personnel request, the Commission may be forced to seek 
supplemental appropriation during the following session. 
 
Program Structure 
The Commission does not propose any changes to its current program structure. Our agency is 
built to function and grow within three core pillars: 

1. Compliance – Training, advisory opinions, and guides related to New Mexico’s ethics 
and disclosure laws. 

2. Enforcement – Investigation, litigation, and adjudication of administrative cases. 
3. Administrative Services – Oversight of financial, HR, and operational functions that 

support the Commission’s work. 
 
Continued Support and Institutional Growth 
I respectfully request your continued support for the Commission’s FY27 appropriation. Since its 
inception, the Commission has grown in a fiscally responsible manner, building a talented and 
stable team to meet its broad constitutional and statutory mandates. 
Over the past year, the Commission has achieved several high-profile enforcement successes, 
including: 

 Securing transparency from dark-money organizations such as The New Mexico Project 
(backed by Chevron) and New Mexico Safety Over Profit (backed by the New Mexico 
Trial Lawyers Association); 

 Enforcing ethics laws involving public officials at the County Livestock Loss 
Association, Lake Arthur Fire Department, Village of Cuba, Luna County, and 
Town of Kirtland; and 

 Upholding the Procurement Code in litigation involving advertising-related services 
against the Mayor of the Village of Angel Fire. 

 
These successes exemplify the public mandate that established the Commission via an 
overwhelming vote in 2018. Our growth and effectiveness as an institution have only been 
possible because of the Legislature’s ongoing support and the incremental increases in our 
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annual appropriations. We respectfully ask that you continue that support so the Commission 
may continue to serve the people of New Mexico with integrity and accountability. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the FY27 request, please do not hesitate to contact me or 
Wendy George, the Commission’s CFO and Director of Finance and Administration. 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Jeremy Farris              
Jeremy Farris 
Executive Director 
State Ethics Commission 











































































































FY27 Appropriation Request Checklist 

Agency Name: State Ethics Commission Business Unit: 41000 

Reports to Include in PDF Submission 

Form# Title 

X Cvrltr Cover Letter Agency Level 

S-1 Certification Agency Level 

X S-2 Organizational Chart Agency/Program Level 

X S-8 Financial Summary (BFM) Agency/Program Level 

S-9 Account Code Revenue/ Expenditure Report Agency/Program Level 

NA S-10 Fund Balance Projection Fund Level 

X S-13 Detail of Rate Line Items (see instructions) Agency Level 

X P-1 Program Narrative Program Level 

NA R-2 Transfer Report Agency Level 

X REV/EXP Revenue-Expenditure Comparison Report Agency/Program Level 

NA FFRW Detail of Federal Funds Revenue Worksheet Agency/Program Level 

EB-1 Expansion J ustfications Program Level 

NA EB-2 Expansion Fiscal Summary Program Level 

NA EB-3 Expansion Line Item Detail Program Level 

NA LFR Legislating for Results Expansion Tool Program Level 

X E4 Pcode Detail Program Level 

X ES Contract by Pcode Program Level 

NA SAR Special Appropriation Request Report Agency Level 

X APR Annual Performance Report Program Level 

X Table 2 Table 2 Performance Measure Summary Program Level 

X SP Strategic Plan Agency Level 

ITP Information Technology Plan Agency Level 

C-1 Base Operating Budget Agency Level 

NA C-2 IT Request Plan Agency Level 

NA Perf Audit Update to LFC Performance Audits (within last 2 years) Agency Level 

Documents to Attach in BFM (PDF Optional) Where to Attach 

I N�I 

Board Cert Board or Commission Budget Certification Form9900 

E-6B Leased Passenger-Related Vehicles Farm 3300/4300 

NA
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