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as part of a program to help young people understand the role of courts and the rule of law. Over 225 students from
schonte arross New Mexico attended this oral argument and several schools watched the oral argument onfine

throt 2 Court's live streaming ¢ 2 argument.

Judicial Pip  1e. The Supreme Court, in partnershipv  the State Bar of New Mexico Committee on Diversity in
the Legal Protession and the Young Lawyers Division, selected eight students to participate in its prestigious Judicial
Clerkship Program, now in its fourth year. This program provides opportunities to students who are members of
traditionally underrepresented groups in the legal profession and judiciary.

Legislative Breakfast. The C  t and the AOC hosted the 2024 Judicial Legislative Breakfast in the Supreme Court
Law Library. Court leadership presented Judiciary 101 to attendees, focusing on the judiciary's mission to protect the
rights and liberties of the people of New Mexico guaranteed by the Constitution and laws of the State of New Mexico
and the United States, to resolve disputes fairly, and to ensure access to justice for all.

Roll of Attorneys. The Court swore in 721 attorneys to the New Mexico Bar in FY24, demonstrating a 74.5% increase
in attorney admissions from FY23.

Technology. The Court implemented new and innovative modern technology it . historic courtroom and law library,
enabling members of the public to have a better experience, which was funded through a legislative appropriation.

The New Mexico Supreme Court respectfully brings forward its FY27 general fund budget request to stren¢  n
court operations in the following categories:

Funding for the Fin.  ial Program M:  ger position which is currently filled - $110,000
Funding for Night Watchperson Lead Supervisor (reclass vacancy) — $55,000

Funding for Appellate Paralegal (reclass vacancy) - $107,900

Funding Appellate Attt 2y Associate (reclass vacancy) - $175,100

Appellate Attorney Associate (new FTE) - $175,100

Appellate Technical Legal Editor (new FTE) - $121,700

Term to Perm Appellate Paralegal with funding (currently funded by AOC) - $107,900
Travel and Professioné  evelopment - $110,000

Recurring Building Maintenance - $100,000













on weekends. This is a funding only request as the Supreme Court will reclassify an existing
position.

Education, Professional Development, and Travel. Human capital is an important aspect of
organizational performance. The education of Supreme Court professionals is a key component
of its mission. The Supreme Court’s fiscal year 2027 budget request includes $110,000 for travel
and education expenses. Travel is included in the Court’s base budget as it is instrumental to the
professional development of the Justices and the Court’s staff as well as a supportive resource for
the Supreme Court’s outreach efforts across the state and nationally. The Court has been tasked
with leading efforts related to the improvement of New Mexico state court operations and
implementing national standards in various areas of the law and statewide initiatives, including
addressing New Mexico’s legal deserts, rural justice initiatives, treatment courts, water law,
artificial intelligence, and competency, among many others. The Court will present this
information to the New Mexico Judicial Council and the Court Education Institute to bring this
professional development and training to state court judges. The Justices and members of the
executive management team perform a number of national and state leadership roles, including
the Council of Chief Judges of the State Courts of Appeal, the Council of State Governments and
the Toll Fellowship, the American Bar Association, the American Law Institute, the National
Conference of Appellate Court Clerks (Elizabeth A. Garcia, Chief Clerk, has been appointed to the
NCACC's executive committee for a two-year term), and the Appellate Practice Institute. Travel
costs have increased over the last year due to significant price increases and increased frequency
of travel. Funding the expenses of hotels, airfare, mileage, registration fees, and travel-related
expenses successfully invests in professional development and education for Justices and Court
staff. Travel, education and training is critical to the importance of overall professional
development that improves case flow management, best appellate practices, and court
administration.

Building Maintenance. The Supreme Court owns its building and, as a historic building on the
National, State, and local Registry of Historic Places, it requires significant maintenance and
upkeep. There has been a substantial increase in building maintenance costs since the COVID
pandemic with rising inflation. These costs continue to rise and have a substantial impact on the
general operating budget. With tariffs going into effect, it is anticipated that building maintenance
costs could significantly increase with materials like steel and aluminum having already increased
as much as 25%. Materials like steel, aluminum, lumber, electrical components, and plumbing
fixtures have all been targeted by tariffs resulting in significant cost increa . The Court is
requesting $100,000 in its fiscal year 2027 budget for recurring maintenance costs.
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TOTAL EXPENSE 305.6 491.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 491.2










DFA Pe¢ >rmance Based Budgeting Data System
Annual Perfc  ance Report

F ncy: 21600 Supreme Court

Program: P216 Supreme Court

The purpose of the supreme court program is to provide access to justice, resolve disputes justly and timely and
maintain accurate records of legal proceedings that affect rights and legal status to independently protect the rights
and liberties guaranteed by the constitutions of New Mexico and the United States.

2024-25 2024-25 Met
Performance Measures: Target Result Target Year End Resuit Narrative

QOutcome Percentage of active pending civil cases 180 95% 100% Yes
days or less {(discretionary appeals - initial
review)

Outcome Percentage of active pending criminal cases 75% 93% Yes
510 days or less (appeals as of right)

QOutcome Percentage of civil cases disposed of in 630 75% 60% No The Court disposed of 35 civil
days or less (discretionary appeals - review discretionary cases during this
granted) fiscal year. The 14 cases outside

the 630-day measure were among
the Court's oldest pending matters,
and their resolution reflects the
Court's extraordinary effort to clear
its backlog. With that backlog
eliminated, future numbers in this
category are expected to be
significantly higher.

Outcome Percentage of criminal cases disposed of in 95% 100% Yes
180 days or less (discretionary appeals -
initial review)

Output Percent of all active cases pending seven 95.0% 96.0% No
hundred sixty-two days or less

Qutput Percent of all active cases pending six 75.0% 96.0% Yes
hundred seventy-two days or less

Output Percent of all cases resolved within seven 95.0% 94.0% No
hundred sixty-two days

Output Percent of all cases resolved within six 75.0% 91.0% Yes
hundred seventy-two days

Output rcent of outgoing cases divided by the 100% 108% Yes

number of incoming cases




Table 2 Supren ourt 21600
Performance Measures Summary

P216 Supreme Court

Purpose: The purpose of the supreme court program is to provide access to justice, resolve disputes justly and timely and maintain
accurate records of legal proceedings that affect rights and legal status to independently protect the rights and liberties
guaranteed by the constitutions of New Mexico and the United States.

2023-24 2024-25  2025-26 2026-27 2026-27
Performance Measures: Actual Actual Budget Request Recomm
Output Percent of outgoing cases divided by the number of 110% 108% 100% 100%
incoming cases
Output Percent of all active cases pending six hundred 88.3% 96.0% 80.0% 75.0%
seventy-two days or less
Output Percent of all active cases pending seven hundred 92.2% 96.0% 80.0% 95.0%
sixty-two days or less
Output Percent of all cases resolved within seven hundred 93.6% 94.0% 95.0% 95.0%
sixty-two days
Output Percent of all cases resolved within six hundred 95.3% 91.0% 80.0% 75.0%
seventy-two days
Outcome Percentage of criminal cases disposed of in 180 days 99% 100% 95% 95%
or less (discretionary appeals - initial review)
Qutcome  Percentage of active pending criminal cases 510 87% 93% 80% 75%
days or less (appeals as of right)
Outcome Percentage of active pending civil cases 180 days or 90% 100% 95% 95%
less (discretionary appeals - initial review)
Outcome Percentage of civil cases disposed of in 630 days or 61% 60% 85% 75%

less (discretionary appeals - review granted)
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